
             REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

NOVEMBER 16, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS COMMISSION 

CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7TH STREET OF SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

Commissioner Steve Bodnar  

Commissioner Justin Willis 

Commissioner Ben Maples  

       City Manager A. F. Taylor  

City Attorney Tom Moore 

            

 Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Jim Nelson, Dottie Crockett, Steve Ramos, Isidro Renteria, 

Heather Duby, Jerod Pingelton, Danny Vinson, Meredith Laurent, Paul J. Jenkins, Gisel Caballero, Scott 

Higginbotham, Mike Shockey, Cheryl Coyle and John Sanders.  

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

 

 During attending citizens and their business, Cheryl Coyle and John Sanders with the First United 

Methodist Church presented a check for $2006 to the Commission to help with the Community 

Assistance Program (CAP).  Mayor Sims thanked them and said the money would help several people.  

City Manager Arbie Taylor told the Commission the city received a certificate of recognition for their 

outstanding recycling efforts in 2014.  Mr. Taylor thanked Landfill Supervisor Isidro Renteria and Solid 

Waste Supervisor Eric Davidson and their departments for doing a great job.  Mayor Sims commended 

the departments and the jobs that they do because they are not always recognized. City Attorney Tom 

Moore said he was advised that there is a student present from Amarillo College. Mayor Sims would like 

for her to introduce herself. Gisel Caballero said she was attending the meeting for Erin Land’s class to 

earn extra credit.  Ms. Caballero is taking Texas Government. Mayor Sims welcomed Ms. Caballero to 

the meeting. Commissioner Bodnar asked about a bill for the police department for $136.47 from Orkin 

Pest Control.  Police Chief Jim Nelson said that cost was for pest control at the animal shelter. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed 

unanimously to approve the November 2, 2015 Regular City Commission meeting minutes and paying 

the bills.  

  

Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 

 

Danny Vinson asked the Commission to consider allowing an exemption on his utility bill 

concerning the gas and water rate increase. Mr. Vinson said he is on disability and receives $982 a month.  

Mr. Vinson has stage 4 kidney disease and will begin dialysis within the next year. Mayor Sims said the 

Commission could consider the situation but they’ve never done that in the past. Mr. Vinson said he is the 

only person in his household. Mayor Sims said the utility costs are the same for every household, no 

matter how many people live in the house. There was no action taken.  

 

Police Chief Jim Nelson said Safe Place and 4-H will have hay rides during December. Chief 

Nelson said Safe Place had hay rides last year and there were no problems. A motion was made by 



Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, and passed unanimously to allow Safe 

Place and 4-H to have hay rides during December. 

 

Police Chief Jim Nelson said he budgeted $31,500 to purchase tasers and since that time he has 

found a company that provides more equipment and better target placement at a lower price.  A motion 

was made by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed unanimously to 

approve the purchase of 25 tasers from Phazzer Electronic Control Devises for $25,258.25 for the police 

department.  

 

 Mayor Sims opened the Work Session. 

 

City Attorney Tom Moore introduced Jerod Pingelton as a candidate for the city attorney 

position.  Mr. Moore said he has known Mr. Pingelton since he moved to Dumas and he is a person of 

integrity, a hard worker, competent attorney and a good member of the community. Mr. Moore said Mr. 

Pingelton has expressed an interest in the city attorney position. Mr. Moore is recommending Mr. 

Pingelton for the city attorney position.  Mr. Moore said the city charter states that the city attorney must 

live in Dumas and that is the way it should be.  Mr. Moore said a city attorney should have ties with the 

community. Mr. Pingelton said after Mr. Moore stated his intention to resign, they discussed the position. 

Mr. Pingelton said he was thrilled, humbled and honored that Mr. Moore would recommend that he 

consider the position.  Mr. Pingelton said he is married to Erin, former name Whitehead, who is from 

Dumas. Mr. Pingelton has been in Dumas since 1998 where he took a job with Louis Dubuque’s law firm 

and in 2001 he opened his own law firm.  He has two children, a freshman and a sixth grader, and that is 

the stage of life he is in. Mr. Pingelton said as a small town attorney he does a variety of law; criminal, 

family, wills and probates. Mr. Pingelton said there may be an issue that he does not know the answer for, 

but he will find someone that does.  Mr. Pingelton went to South Plains College for two years then to WT 

after that. He majored in psychology and wanted to be a college professor.  About midway through his 

junior year at WT there was a job posting that said you must have a doctorate, four years teaching 

experience, be published and the job paid $29,000 a year. That’s when he decided to look for something 

different.  He ended up working for a law firm in Amarillo and that lead him to law school in Tulsa.  Mr. 

Pingelton said there has never been a record of discipline by the bar and he has never had a valid 

grievance filed against him.  He has never been found to have committed ineffective assistance on cases.  

Mr. Pingelton said he does have a contract with Moore County as a public defender and he has talked 

with Mr. Moore, Mr. Taylor, Chief Nelson and Judge Rhoades about different scenarios that could arise, 

but they did not discover any issue that would prevent him from doing both jobs. Mr. Pingelton said he 

does want the Commission to know that he is interested in the city attorney position and tonight he just 

wanted to introduce himself to the Commission.  The Commission thanked Mr. Pingelton.  Scott 

Higginbotham, Moore County Attorney, thanked Tom Moore for all of his service and for being a guiding 

light as an attorney for Mr. Pingelton and himself when they first came to Dumas.  Mr. Higginbotham 

said he wanted the Commission to know that the county attorney’s office would be available, at any time, 

if there should be any potential conflicts and that a special prosecutor could be appointed if necessary. He 

vouched for Mr. Pingelton’s work ethic and his dedication to the community. The Commission thanked 

Mr. Higginbotham.  Mr. Moore said if it comes down to a bonafide conflict it’s not worth losing your law 

license, such as a traffic ticket involving a client or a friend. Mr. Moore said he appreciates Mr. 

Higginbotham willing to take over any cases.     

 

Finance Director Dottie Crockett presented the October financial report. 

 

Mayor Sims recessed into Executive Session at 7:09 P.M. for deliberation regarding 

personnel matters concerning the city attorney position and to discuss the duties, responsibilities, 



and related matters concerning the finance director.  Mayor Sims closed the Executive Session at 

8:54 P.M. and reopened the Formal Session.  There were no votes or action taken. 
  

Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

                                               

_______________________   

A.F. Taylor, City Manager 


